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I. FROM POST-WAR ANARCHY TO NEw g 
Italy in 1919 OCIAL ORDER 

In many foreign circles, Fascism has so far been considered, by tom, 
in good faith, more as a reactionary than as a revolutionary movement” 
As the usual conception of revolution cannot be other than that of a 
movement, and as Fascist action in its most visible and in its best bres 
aspects was directed against socialist organisations, without hesitation | 
Fascism was defined as an anti-popular, anti-democrat 


ic, and anti-labour 
movement, 
The tactics used to arrive at that definition are, however, too simple not to 
be easily proved wrong, 


In substance it was stated that the socialist organisations just after the war, 
were on the point of getting into power, but the Fascist force destroyed 
them with violence. In so doing they worked as a capitalistic and middle 
class movement, acting in self defence and ina spirit of conservatism. 

This way of reasoning is unfounded for it does not take into consideration 
either the realities of post-war Italy or the position of Fascism. It is neces- 
sary to go back a few years and to reconsider certain irrefutable facts, 


unknown by some and forgotten by others, which lie at the foundation of 
the whole case. 


Fascism has not destroyed the worker’s organisations, it has fought and 
routed the Socialist Party 













f fact the programme of the “Fasci” differed from that of the old 
the concrete social reforms it advocated, in addition to which 
invited to organise national syndicates through which to 
own interests. 

Fascism could not have been otherwise, for the founders of 
- many of whom were plain workmen - came from socialism 
and had abandoned these movements upon finding them 
ing a revolution or of prevailing over parliamentary com- 


only fight the Socialist Party, but, being a revolutionary 
all groups and political parties, of the nght and of the 
secured the power, were responsible for the misgovern- 





In brief, anyone wishing to do so will find the situation in Italy, as it ‘was in 
1919 that country was neither spintually nor Politically united. Tt was 
undermined by the constant fraction of Opposing parties, demoralised by 


the unfairness of peace treaties, deprived of reso: a 
economic field and heading towards anarchy urces, disorganized in the 


Necessity for Fascist Action 

The Popular Character of the Movement 
It was in these circumstances which, we Tepeat, must be borne in mind if 
Fascist action is to be judged with a minimum of fairness, that Fascism 
began its fight. 
Not only socialism, (we omit reference to communism which was of 
negligible importance in Italy) but also all those other political parties, and 
Political factions which struggled for electoral votes, placed their own 
interests before those of the country. Nothing concrete was being done to 
begin the work of reconstruction; in fact, disorder and confusion increased 
every day. 
Fascism had a road mapped out before it: a new political and social order 
had to be established with a view to undertaking the great task of national 
reconstruction and of directing the country towards industrial peace in the 
future, 
It is well to make a brief reflection at this point. Who would have suffered 
most from the disorder reigning in Italy? Who would have bome the 
consequences of the anarchy towards which the country was approaching? 
Certainly not the capitalists who were powerful and rich and who could 
easily emigrate abroad with their capital, but obviously the proletariat who 
lacked the means of subsistence, since Italy was obliged, at that time to 
import even the wheat for her bread. 
It is clear therefore that the new order imposed by Fascism, favoured the 
working classes and arose out of the necessities of the time. 
Had Fascism acted in the interests of the middle-classes or of other classes, 
its action would naturally have been limited to support of the govemmment 
in power, whereas instead the March on Rome in a conclusive episode of 
the long fight of Fascism - wiped out the old government. 
The truth of these facts cannot be reasonably contradicted. 
We wish however, to make other considerations of fundamental 
We have shown that Fascism came into being as a popular movement, we 
have mentioned its founders, There is, however, still a decisive element that 
further proves what we haves figin, life and personality of the man 
who created Fascism it 










Benito Mussolini, revolutionary, banished from his native land, elementary 
teacher, builder, exiled in Switzerland, peasant, and village blacksmith ics 
had experienced the most strenuous labour, the most bitter humiliation, and 
by his own experience had known all the vicissitudes of life 

Could this revolutionary worker be against the workers? Could this man. 
who had climbed scaffoldings, who had hammered iron on an anvil, who 
had tilled the soil under the driving rain and the scorching sun, who had 
known the pangs of hunger and seen his children in want, could he have 
supported the interests of capitalism and of the wealthy classes against 
those of labour and the people? 

In fact, Fascism, through the mouth of Mussolini, even before the founda- 
tion of Fascist organisations, declared its political programme at a large 
meeting of steel workers at Dalmine. Its propaganda work continually 
appealed to the masses of workers and to the young ex-soldiers who were 
not bound up in old political prejudices. Furthermore, after having attained 
political power, Fascism brought about such a vast and organic number of 
social reforms that Italy, in a few years, had placed herself at the head of 
the most progressive countries in the world. 
Of this we shall give the fullest and most tangible proof. 


Nationalism and Internationalism 

Before beginning this documentation, however, we consider it well to state 
precisely the policy of Fascism in the International field. 

There has always been a tendency to believe that Fascism, more than 
anything, tended to such extreme nationalism as to form a permanent 
danger to world peace. 

This statement is founded on a deliberate misunderstanding, similar to that 
which defined Fascism as an anti-popular, reactionary movement because 
it has fought and beaten socialist organisations. Being anti-socialists would, 
it was alleged, have meant being warmongers. 

Here also it is necessary to give a little history. 

The Italian Socialist Party boasted an unfortunate tradition which, it must 
be admitted, had nothing in common with the socialist parties in other 
countries. This tradition was a continual and constant series of attitudes and 
actions which were hostile to Italian interests. It will be sufficient to bring 
to mind the riots organised to prevent the sending of reinforcements to the 
Italian troops in East Africa after the battle of Adowa in 1896. Also, the 
violent propaganda against the occupation of Libya, which they should 
have favoured for reasons of Italian safety in the Mediterranean against 
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certain insatiable imperialists, and, finally, the attempts to undermine the 
wellbeing of the army during the Great War 

It seems to us that everyone should agree that internationalism does not 
justify anti nationalism, viz. a deliberate, negative action to the detriment of 


‘One's own country 
In fact, Russian Communism, before everything else, armed itself to oust 


all foreigners 

The British Labour Party has always been concerned about the integrity of 
the British Empire, to the same extent as the Conservatives; French Social- 
ism has always undertaken the organisation for the safety of France to the 
same extent as the extreme Right (anti-Socialists). 

It is therefore neither just nor honest to insist that Fascism is a warmonger 
because it has ousted anti-Italian Socialism and has given precedence to 
national interests over those of the individual, and has restored to Italy the 
dignity and prestige to which she was entitled, 

Only obstinate bad faith can insist that the affirmation of Italian civilisa- 
tion, the oldest in the world, represents a menace to world peace, 
Furthermore, Fascism has never alienated itself from international life. On 
the contrary, if internationalism is to be interpreted as a concrete contribu- 
tion to the development of friendly relations between peoples and the 
intelligent understanding of the necessities and legitimate interests of each, 
we can state with confidence that Fascism is internationalist. 

General statements of principle, and hot words count for nothing in this 
question; only facts count. 

We confine ourselves to our interests as workers, by quoting one of the 
facts that cannot be denied by any reasonable adversary; the work and 
action of Fascist Italy in the International Labour Bureau. 

Ttaly is at the head of the great powers in the ratification of international 
Conventions, and, as can be proved by French and British Socialists, the 
Italian delegates - workers, employers, and government - have always been 
the creators, and the keenest supporters of decisions tending to protect and 
ennoble labour through international co-operation. 

In this regard we must bring to mind particularly that the forty-four hour 
week ‘was proposed at Geneva by Italy, by whom it was immediately put 
into force, before anyone else, notwithstanding the contrary motion of the 
Sfeatest European Powers. 


f The New Social Policy 
’ What has been stated it should be understood that the policy of 
could not be other than a social policy, and could only act for the 
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force in Italy . ip 
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s object. Not as a vague and general asx 

but as a necessity for bringing about recognition otal 

all the individual interests. . 


; does not mean the legali«: 
co-operation desired by Fascism 
iallisation of the present situation, but to the ideal come 


for h roduction. It is therefore not a static 
oe wish to eliminate all individual poles . 
ever, could not continue, as is natural and evident, except in 
strong such as that born of the Fascist Revolution, which has no fear 
the threats of seditious groups, and is independent of internal or foreign 
capitalism; in a State which, being the synthesis of all legitimate interests, : 
keeps itself above individual interests. 
Fascist policy has been inspired by two fundamental principles - ratified by. 
the Carta del Lavoro (Labour Charter) - from the day in which Italy was 
liberated from the old crowd of politicians of various beliefs, 
Labour in all forms is a social duty, 
The private organisation of production is a function of national interest, 
In other words, the duty of the worker is to work, not to be regarded asa 
life sentence to be gone through and, as far as possible eluded, but 
necessary contribution, a daily endeavour to attain perfection and im 
ment in the national interest. 
The duty of capital was production, not understood as an effort, 
solely by personal gain, but to increase of the riches for the general 
the country. 
Further, the right of the worker for a fair wage - corresponding 
exigencies of life and the fruits of labour - and the fair limit t0 
hours, care in case of disablement and old age, accidents pe 
the reward of production should be the certainty of being 
oneself without hindrances of any kind. 


iple, 
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ariat was deprived of liberty to strike, a powerful weapon in 
x paso governments, though frequently ruinous to the workers, but 
4 ene came into being certain guarantees which recognised the nghts 


ei hey have leaned to carry out their respective duties with equal 
responsibility, in collaboration in agricultural, industrial, economic and 
social reconstruction of the country. ; 

<< wocial Eden” some will say, ironically, not at all! Collaboration does not 


ee 
classes; it means, instead, not carrying on individual differences to oh an 
cotent as to damage the national interest, just as the liberty of the individual 


are guaranteed by the authorities of the State, by its laws, and by its 
institutions? 


Syndical Organisation 

Present day corporative order in Italy has naturally been prepared gradual- 
ly As already stated, Fascist Syndicalism has arisen in opposition to those 
political organisations based on socialistic or a communistic basis, and 
fought them, in defence of the real interests of labour, without fear of 
numbers. Only several years after the first Fascist movement, and four 
years after the March on Rome, by a law dated 3rd April 1926, it was 
established as the sole form of association. On Sth January 1934 the law 
was voted for the forming of the Corporations, and on 18th March 1934 
Mussolini stated, in one of his historic speeches the limits of power, and the 
working system of the various institutes, as they appear today. 

At the basis of the system is the Syndicate, to which belong, in distinct 
categories, the workers, employers of labour, professionals, and artists. 


nan 


It is not exclusively a political organ, nor is it exclugi eS 
professional, but it is an institute complete in Vely 


which are not only economic, political, and premusnes and fn y 
assistance, judicial, and moral SSiOnal, fog "ety, 
The Communal and Provincial Syndicates are, in ba 

with a Provincial Union of Fascist Syndicates, 


oom! 
bg Provineg of . 
OF example, ee 
Agriculture, ete,, whilst nationally they are gr + OF In, 


NE Cteg lew 


co) id 
National Syndicate, or National Federation. "Ped into the Tempe SF 
To make this organisation clearer with a practical example, \ w 
workers of industry of the province of Milan, They, according beet! the a 
or art, will belong to the textile, steelworkers, builders, eto, syndign te : 
these syndicates will be connected to the Provincial U; ates, Aj) 


ni 
Industrial Workers as regards their province, but nationally eh im ai 
their class will be protected by the respective National Federation as 
steel-workers, or builders) in whose orbit also the National Syndicates tive 
The federations in their tum belong to the National Confederation of 
Industrial Workers, which is the highest organ, and most complex in 
category. 
Alongside the labour organisation and with similar central and suburban 
orders, the organisation of employers of Labour will function. Thus, in the 
Provincial Office, the Provincial Union of Fascist Syndicates of Industrial 
Workers will be flanked by the Provincial Union of Industrial Owners and 
nationally to the Federation; for example the steel workers will be flanked 
by one or more Industrial Owners’ Federations, and passing on to the 
highest organ, to the Fascist Confederation of Industrial Employers. 
From the Syndical Associations many subsidiary organs derive, called 
“paritetici” because it is managed by an equal number of representatives of 
workers and employers. We here confine ourselves to mentioning among 
such organisations, the employment bureaus which have the power of 
regulating and disciplining the distribution of labour. 
‘The labour and employers organisations, being run on the same lines, are 
in the most suitable condition for dealing with mutual interests and for 
ar their disputes, Their fundamental task is the regulation of working 
a ri by means of coll 
insurance, dott (Working hours, weekly holiday, annual holidays 









The stipulation of coll 
of Syndicates, who howew, 
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: sours the care of their interests, enjoy the most ample autonomy. 
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the worker's and employer's syndical organisations is 
sone Cae Ministry ood Corporations, whose impartiality, a8 an 
of the State is unquestion le. ; : 

vu otto also has at its disposal a special well equipped service - the 
Corporative Inspectorate - whose duly it is to supervise the carrying out of 
collective contracts and the enforcement of all laws of a social nature. T] 

officials of the Inspectorate are empowered as is natural, to visit factories 

and examine pay books. 


Labour Courts 

At this point it might be reasonably asked if the spirit which prompts the 

Directors of the syndical associations and their firm intention to cover the 

categories represented in the wider interests of the nation, and to sacrifice 

all individual considerations to these latter, will always be sufficient and 

necessary elements to bring disputes to a point of certain solution. 

In other words, should there arise from time to time, disputes between 

employers and workers, of such a difficult nature that conciliatory action 

proves difficult further measures can be taken. 

How can such disputes be settled, if the extreme measures of compulsion 

at one time used by one party and strikes and lockouts by the other - have 
been abolished and are not now even considered by Fascist syndicalism? 
In practice, — even such extreme measures of conciliation, as the 
intervention of the Fascist Party and i i 
sone arty and the Ministry of Corporations might 
Fascism, with its perfect adherence to reality which is its constant feature, 
could not but consider this eventuality and has made provisions to deal with 
eh by instituting the Labour Court (Magistratura del Lavoro) embodied in 

afore mentioned law of April 3rd 1926. 
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By very simple and clear proceedings the Labour Co, a 
disputes relative to collective contracts, or th, Met with 


© Fequest for 

of labour ; ; new cma 4 
The intervention of the Labour Court is only Used in the abo ‘my 
eventuality, viz. after all attempts at conciliation made by theo 
associations and by corporative or political organs have Proved” Yd 
the judicial findings are naturally binding for both Parties nfruieg 
The Labour Court sits in all the Courts of Appeal and Contin 
magistrates «itis here well to state that Italian magistrates oF hi 


independence ~ and are citizens experienced in labour ang Pa Abrolie 
lems. It therefore gives full guarantee of objectivity and impartiality 
Disputes in labour relations, however, may be and very often arg 
personal character, as when in the case of one worker, all, or part yo 
conditions of the collective contract are not applied. In this 50, the 
syndical associations intervene to study the dispute, and Perhaps, a i 
disputes concerning an entire category, they may not manage to conciliate 
In such cases the worker, with the backing of the syndicate which repre. 
sents him, applies to the so-called Labour Court which is the Judge, or the 
court within the limits of its respective powers of discrimination, ASsisted 
by two citizens experienced in labour problems, 
The Labour Court is another new institute founded by Fascist legislati 
with the task of deciding on individual labour disputes; its feature ig that of 
very quick action, according to Special regulations, and not to request 
charges beyond the limits of the most modest worker's pocket, 


_ The National Fascist Party and the Workers 
In their writings and Speeches anti-fascists often accuse Italian political 


ensuring the « Corporative organisations in Italy and 
government Ne™@RC€ by all citizens of the Social laws enforced by the 


By very simple and clear proceedings the Labour Co ag 
Jisputes relative to collective contracts, or rt 
disputes 


the request for ill 
of labour : . OF Rey cont ay 
The intervention of the Labour Court is only used in the abo, 
eventuality, viz. after all attempts at conciliation m by then, 
associations and by corporative or political organs have Proved = yndict 
the judicial findings are naturally binding for both Parties : 
The Labour Court sits in all the Courts of Appeal and consis, 
magistrates - it is here well to state that Italian Magistrates enjoy of hig, 
independence - and are citizens experienced in labour and industri, 
lems, It therefore gives full guarantee of objectivity and impartiality Prob. 
Disputes in labour relations, however, may be and y, ae 
personal character, as when in the case of one worker, all, of pert hy a | 
conditions of the collective contract are not applied. In this CASE also, the 
syndical associations intervene to study the dispute, and Perhaps, as 
disputes concerning an entire category, they may not manage to conciliste 
In such cases the worker, with the backing of the syndicate which repre. 
sents him, applies to the so-called Labour Court which ig the judge, OF the 
court within the limits of its respective powers of discrimination, assisted 
by two citizens experienced in labour problems. 
The Labour Court is another new institute founded by Fascist islati 
with the task of deciding on individual labour disputes; its feature ig that of 
very quick action, according to special regulations, and not to request 
charges beyond the limits of the most modest worker's pocket. 


In their writings and Speeches anti-fascists often accuse Italian political 
bodies, and especially the National Fascist Party, as being the main instru- 
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how labour is protected in Italy today, and one may add 
J wn t 
pte ogee organically, and in its entirety, defends the worker at all 
that ~ 
| difficulties ‘ 
ar phere has also laid the foundations of a new order in 
ae social justice will finally be achieved. By this we mean Corpora- 
i by which the new social order is actuated. 


hich are the instruments 
tions, wi ing are state organs, composed of representatives of the 


The corporation i by 
Fascist Party, of public administrations, and of all elements which partici- 
pate in the formation of the different branches of industry (workers, em- 
ployers, technicians, etc), they have the fundamental function of directing 
roduction. 
I follows that the worker’s representatives, participating on an absolutely 
equal footing with the employers of labour in the life of the Corporations, 
likewise assist on an equal footing in directing the production. 
Through the offices of the corporation, therefore, the undertaking ceases to 
be an exclusive business to him who directs it, and becomes practically 
considered as a public service. 
The meaning and object of such innovations must also be considered. It is 
not a matter of new form of collectivism or state socialism. Individual 
enterprise is strengthened in the general outline established by corporative 
organizations. Private property is not abolished, but its nature is profoundly 
changed, acquiring a new value and a new social function in the interest of 
the community. 
However, to prevent this remaining a mere matter of discretion according 
to the wishes of property owners the corporate system, by means of its 
organisations, creates a unity of individual and collective utility. 
In this way, all persons collaborating in production are directly interested 
in the life of the business, an equitable distribution of effort and returns on 
production thus being ensured. 
Twenty two Corporations, including all branches of economic activity, and 
distinguished by cycles of production, have been founded, and have already 
developed intense activity. 
The Corporations are divided into three large groups: 
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a} Corporations of productive work « agrieultural ing 
(cereals, horticulture, vine-wine culture, oil, beet and » 
wood, textile products), 

b) Corporations of industrial and commercial Produetion 
mechanical, chemical industries, clothing, paper and prin 
construction, water, gas, electricity, mining, glass, and Pottery), 
©) Corporations for services (providence and oredit, Professiong and 

sea and airways, internal communications, entertainments, howpitai ha, 
Special bodies called Corporative Committees, alao function in the pil 
the corporative order, Their task 18 to discipline economic Ati Vity telad 
to certain products My 
The Corporative Committees include a small number of represent 
the categories concerned, State Administrations, and the Fanoiat Party 
Corporative activity is in full development, however it is far from complete 
We do not wish to say that final results have been reached, but there line 
reason however, for believing that they will not be achieved soon 
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Il THE PRESENT POSITION OF THE WORKER IN ITALY, 
The Workers' Syndicate 

Let us now explain in its reality the present position of the Italian worker 
under the Fascist government. 

It has frequently been said that the professional associations in Italy, 
instead of being progressive and securing positions for the economic and 
protection of the categories which they comprise are a co-active organisa. 
tion, or a kind of political trap, into which are drawn, with their own 
interests as bait, workers who are not sufficiently convinced of the utility 
of Fascism, 

Membership of the Syndicates is not compulsory and no pressure is 
brought to bear from any quarter to force the workers to join the Fascist 
associations. Indeed many workers are still outside the syndicates today 
Nevertheless, Syndical Law compels the official Fascist syndicates to 
Protect the interests of members and non-members alike. In other words, 
the law provides equality of treatment for all the workers, allegations to the 
contrary being entirely unfounded 

Syndical officers are elected freely by the workers at their meetings, on the 
basis of their organising capacity, their moral qualities, their loyalty to the 
ome, Danae to represent the rights and interests of the entire 
latter in tum clone ee Provincial syndicates are elected likewise, the 





on the other hand, are appointed by 
¢ National Federations comprised in rs es ae 
> ple the State to veto the appointment of undesir jes 
Reserpine yo as that of President of a Confederation, but so _ 
a single appointment has been made by the Federation Secretaries whic! 
has not met with the approval of Government authorities 2 
The election of syndical officers enables the workers to feel assured that 
their interests will be safeguarded and defended, while offering a chance, 
even to the humblest worker, to rise to an official post in his association if 
he possesses the ability to do so. Proof of this may be had in the fact that in 
one of the important confederations, the President now in office is a farmer 
who tilled the soil in his youth and who is justly proud of his origin. 
The following abstract from the rules and regulations of one of the National 
Federations of workers, legally enforced by decree on August 10th 1934, 
gives a clear idea of the working system of these associations: 
1) Article 10. - The members of the Federation form the Provincial Syndi- 
cates 
2) Article 13. - The organs of the syndicates are the following: a) the 
Assembly, b) the Board of Directors, c} the Secretary of the Syndicate. 
3) Article 14. - The Assembly of the Provincial Syndicates comprises all its 
members. The Secretary and the Board of Directors are elected by the 
assembly. 


The Presidents of the Confederations, 


the Secretaries of thi 


Readiness of the Workers 
The loyalty and popular nature of the Fascist syndical system have been 
perfectly understood by Italian workers, as is daily proved by their enthusi- 
astic support of the government. Such support is not limited to formal 
expressions or the rhetorical flow of words, but is manifest, always sponta- 
neous, and even heroic when life is at stake. 
Amongst Italian volunteers killed in East Africa are nu 
merous work! 
ad greater proportion of them are workers who had attained the sege lee? 
— of Syndicates. This means that a simple worker, elected by his 
wn companions to a position which might have led to the highest syndical 
a, laid down his life for his country, al 
ese are gestures which ar i i 
aiid when tho ides a fk mi — speculation or bluff; they 
wh eet fe all opportunistic i i 
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interests of workers, and is another proof of the sou 
the Italian syndical and corporative system 
We have thus seen by what means a higher social j, 


ndness and loyalty 
of 


IStICe is be} 

n 
cally and integrally realised 8 Organi. 
Let us now look at the more contingent, though nonetheless 


aspect of the present situation of the Italian worker which is his vlan 


Salaries - Apparent and Effective 
discussions have often arisen abroad, on the question of 
ean they have been defined as insufficiert and see ae Peni 
other countries. This also brings in the number of arbitrary st, = 
Unbiased investigation, certainly not difficult to effect, will show that 
average salary paid to the Italian worker is not at all lower than the aver, 
paid to workers in other countries; moreover, the salary itself is adequate to 
meet the cost of living, notwithstanding the fact that the Italian National 
revenue 1s less than that of many other countries who have, Proportionately 
a larger piece of the cake to share out. 
As pointed out, the salary must not be considered in its absolute value, but 
also in relation to the number of benefits, the worker can obtain. 
In the pre-fascist government, and in countries where the market is not 
daily controlled and strictly confined within definite limits of reality and 
duty, as is done in Italy, the worker can quite easily earn even a hundred 
lire per day, but when this does not permit him to live decently, he will feel, 
and will in fact, be impoverished, 
The Italian worker, instead, knows that his syndical organisations have 
fixed a salary which is considered equitable. They have done so in the 
certainty that no speculative tactics would allow trade and industry to effect 
an inconsiderate and unexpected rise in prices, and therefore the purchasing 
power of the salary would remain constant and sufficient for all his and his 
family's needs. 
This certainty of the stability of the home market, which is at the same time 
the best proof of the soundness of the corporative system, has had its most 
symptomatic and concrete test during the present period through which 
Italy is passing. Under the weight of sanctions which have constrained Italy 
within her own home resources, under the weight of a large colonial 
undertaking, generally speaking there has been no increase in the cost of 
Boods necessary for the every day life of the worker 
Why? For one reason only - because all the laws, all provisions on which 
the Italian syndical-corporative system revolves work solely for one end - 
the care of the worker and the claiming of rights for the proletariat. 
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seen an effective moraliser of customs, and even forces such 


Fascism has ©° ustry, which because of their economic nature and their 
ao = tion, seemed unaware of its renewing qualities, have fi- 
specu i «s will, But, even should some attempt of ill-advised 
nally sai =» emanating from personal sporadic initiative arise - and some 
seam risen - it would, as has already ocourred, be severely and 
sraitely nipped in the bud 

Let us return to the salaries 


v» have stated that the average salary of the Italian worker is adequate to 
ies cost of living, and that therefore the apparent Italian salary is 
already in itself sufficient to cover the needs and desires of the worker 
‘Alongside this “epparent” salary appears an “effective” salary, which must 
be considered. 

In fact what is the salary except the means of buying the benefits ranging 


from daily bread to a decent house: the possibility of educating the children 
and the joy of buying them toys; from the security of the present to the 
security of the future, from the certainty of being able to confront the 
unexpected in life to the tranquility of being able to stop working when old 
age is reached 
How many of these necessities must the Italian worker provide for out of 
his salary? 
The National Institute for Maternity and Child Welfare looks after a woman 
as soon as she is pregnant, her food and health being cared for, she is 
assisted at childbirth, in one of the maternity institutions free of charge so 
that the child may grow up strong and healthy and is fed, clothed and cared 
for. 
The National Balilla Organisation educates the child when he reaches 
boyhood, clothes him, supports him, and encourages him in the healthy joy 
of sport. 
The Mutual Aid Institute pay him his salary in case of sickness, grant him 
loans and allowances, and enable him to have free medical treatment. 
The National Fascist Institute for Accidents at Work reintegrates the work- 
c's eaming capacity after an accident. 
The National Fascist Welfare Institute subsidises him in case of involuntary 
unemployment, insures him against tuberculosis, guarantees his food in 
case of disablement, and gives him the certainty of being able to face the 
future without qualms when old age arrives. 
The National Patronage gives him free advice in all insurance disputes. 
The National Leisure Hours Organisation offers him and his family the 
means of free travel, amusement, education, and social intercourse in 
17 


] ses, if he prefers to go to normal laces 
eae ries Soc raisaton sears em mal 

Other Institutions offer him a clean modern home to live 

to set up a business of his own if he desires it 

Finally, there are special weekly subsidies known ag Family Subs; 
which round up his salary in proportion to the size of the family he 
support. The Fascist Party provides free holidays for his children 2 ‘an 
or mountain camps where medical treatment is also free, ide 
Be it noted that for all this the worker only pays nominal dues to the Mutual 
Sickness Fund, to the Welfare Service Institute and to the Family Subsidies 
Institute. 

By how much, then, is the Italian workers’ apparent salary increased in 
value? The calculation is not a difficult one to make, and anyone wishin 
to go into the question will see that the increase is at 50% in View of the 
advantages and facilities offered in every field. 

In conclusion, one may safely state that the standard of living of the Italian 
worker is higher than that of workers in other countries, a fact which 
justifies and explains the whole-hearted devotion of the working classes to 
the Fascist government. This favourable condition, however, by no means 
precludes further improvements, which are amongst the aims of the system 
and which the government is determined to achieve. 


it 


', and the 


The National Fascist Welfare Services 

The National Fascist Welfare Service carries out the social Policy of the 
government in the field of Social Providence: and guided by the instruc- 
tions emanating from the corporative order, which can be considered as the 
basis of the entire welfare system. Insurance against unemployment, disa- 
blement, old age, and tuberculosis, are the main branches of compulsory 
insurance. 

Thus the 6,000,000 workers who enjoy the benefits of which Social Provi- 
dence ensures them in many forms, must be added, in regard to protection 
against the dangers of infection from tuberculosis, The 8,000,000 persons 
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shall be paid 1” the'f 

ich § 

a sed 60,000 pensions are granted per annum 

On an aver pit in the employ of others are subject to this compulsory 
all those ay for tuberculosis, if above 15 and not over 65 years of 
insure ed being held responsible for the payment thereof, 


+ tuberculosis, in which Fascism has been 
ears of its advent to power, is nearing its final 
ystem of providence, established by the 


4 of the fight agains’ 
ee peaee the first y 


— with the drawing UP ofas 
90 4 

Labour ae of sanatorium equipment, which by 1937 will allow for 
A vast P’ 0,500 people suffering from tuberculosis, has already 
sanatoria with a total of 15,000 beds are 
already in ust ar 1935, 210,000 
tubercular patients have been 
lire, and over 180,000 consum 


may be viewed as a ty 4 
prophylaxis being carried on by this means. } h 
The Welfare Services, finally control maternity insurance, by which the 
women workers and clerks of industry and trade are insured between the 


ages of 15 and 50. 


National Fascist Institute against Accidents at Work 

‘The National Fascist Institute for insurance against accidents whilst at work 
covers insurance against sickness, and aims first of all at reintegrating the 
worker in his working capacity and indemnify thereby the damage done by 
an accident. 

The Institute provides medical assistance in industrial establishments, 
organizes clinics and hospitals in the principal Italian towns, etc. Among 
these latter is to be mentioned the “Mussolini” modern hospital at Bologna, 
whose salutary activities during 1934 reached 4,283 in-patients with 87,496 
days in bed, 101,341 first aid medical visits and 652,000 subsequent visits 
and dressings, over 4,978 operations, all of which were given free and 
Fawn an outlay of over eight million lire. 
- sia declared in 1934 numbered 496,946 and the indemnities paid 
se an mn ~ same year were 228,443,350 lire. One hundred and ninety 
ER ete have been estimated and allotted to cover indemnities 

ing to accidents in 1935. 
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Maternity and Child Welfare Fou 


Ndation 
This foundation has been entrusted with the maternity 
welfare and the safeguard of the new generations, ]t pir! with a 
assiduously with the expectant mother, supervises me its ld 
giene, and offers every possible assistance until the child, teh 
illegitimate, 18 born. The Institute cares for both the child anguitinats 
during the entire period in which she is breast feeding. If one eae ie 
average mortality of children and women in child birth, eI 


or 
the 
and 
abandoned waifs in any year prior to the foundation of this ores abet 
it will he seen that in Italy there were annually about 10,000 sine 
children, and 3,000 women dead from pregnancy, childbirth, or lyi i 
diseases, that about 200,000 children under four years of age died #2" 
malnutrition, 30,000 were abandoned, of whom 18,000 became corrupt pis 
were sent to reformatories, 
The Maternity and Child Welfare Foundation has obviated all this, and in 
1934 alone assisted 119,993 lying-in patients 199,911 nursing mothers 
through obstetric advisers, refectories for mothers, shelter in materni 
institutes, and money subsidies, The foundation also provided, by means of 
advice of specialists, for the supply of milk, subsidies to families, créches, 
and children’s homes 2,075 newbom babies were placed with wet nurses, 
and also 474,733 of less than three years old, and 228,581 between three 
and six years, were given homes. 
60,695 children between 6 and 14 years of age and 4579 adolescents 


between 14 and 18 years were placed in boarding school, and some were 
sent to nursing homes. 


National Patronage for Social Assistance 

The National Patronage for Social Assistance is the inter-confederal organ, 
viz, formed by all the confederations of workers, for the protection of 
workers who have been injured at work or who are in any way in need of 
assistance owing to disablement, old age, tuberculosis, professional iliness- 
es. As already stated, special organisations exist for looking after these 
branches of health, but the rights of the worker are not always clear or 
— — ce nen in such cases discuss the origin of the 

sickness an 1 i juence, 
pratensis. = acknowledge the claim, and, in conseq 
In such cases the worker would be obli, to ical advice, or 
to that of lawyers specialised in questions of exelent ea the 
former the precise diagnosis of the trouble, and from the latter the legal 
advice in the proceedings he would be obliged to undergo. Naturally the 
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doctors Mp the worker e federations direct the worker to the 
inde in such cases at his disposal the services of its own 
instead patronage, ys ont ® 4ysical status, initiates proceedings in 
poe a La for hi vy» maximum compensation to which he is 
and ol 
n 
wei d the National Patronage settled 76,410 cases of industrial 
In! 95 alone, t of compensation to workers amounting to 


lent, obi 625 cases of agricultural accidents amounting to 
31310 indemnities. It has determined the acceptance of 10,051 
11,200,318 ae ions amounting to 8,432,272 lire. and 7,243 requests 
i ing to 3,813,383 lire. 

ie ey poses proeeees| payment of 3,645 cheques, amounting to 
. payments for maternity, amounting to 541,050 lire; 1,025 
beroulosis, amounting to 83,789 lire for liquidated service. 
ee finally settled in the ordinary courts 3,715 cases of industrial acci- 
dents, and 1,004 cases of agricultural accidents before the special courts. 
The National Patronage for Social Assistance has just opened a special 
office in Bast Africa for the care of men working there, and has already 
taken up 302 accident cases, of which 73 amounting to 130,089 lire, have 


been settled. 


Mutual Aid Funds 
Prior to Fascism, mutual aid was confined to scarce and sporadic initiatives 
lacking all co-ordination, and in consequence, was quite ineffective. 
Mutual Aid Societies, when they were not small country clubs where the 
first thing was to prepare the elections of officers, limited themselves to 
groups of workmen in some of the northem Italian factories. The only 
service rendered by such societies was medical advice. 
Fascist syndicalism immediately realised the profound moral and social 
value of mutuality, which was placed in the first rank of the aims to be 
achieved. Consequently the syndicates concentrated on the formation of 
Mutual Funds, also ensuring that the employers should contribute in the 
io as workers to the funds of the organisations. 
rapa in the course of a few years, total insurance against sickness 
ready been carried out for the workers and their families in Italy, 


*hereas for millions and millions of workers in other countries it is a dream 
Yet to materialise. 
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The increasing number of Mutual Funds has shown the a 
co-ordination, in view of rendering most efficient Service, and Pies thei 
most ample and comprehensive facilities. off 
Hence, the syndical organisation solved this by grouping the Mut, 
Funds according to territorial divisions, by supervising the adminige Aid 
thereof, and by fixing the dues to be paid by capital and labour. B — 
the endeavours of minor societies in order to create combined health $i 
The number of Mutual Institutes in Italy is 2,100 with 43,300,000 pn 
and funds amounting to 200,000,000 lire approximately. A}j trae led 
worker of medical treatment, both of a general and of a specialist nature 
both in hospitals and in the home. Hospital and surgical treatment indemn;. 
ties. In case of illness 50% of the worker’s wage to be paid, loans ang 
subsidies in case of need and burial expenses in case of death, 
In addition, women workers are assured of a special indemnity at child birth, 
The combined forces of the Mutual Aid Funds have made it Possible to 
build hospitals, convalescent homes and first aid stations, which, owing to 
their vastness and their up-to-date equipment, have become the object of 
admiration during visits from foreign scientists. 


The "Dopolavoro” or Leisure-Hours Institution 
The Opera Nazionale Dopolavoro (Leisure-Hours Institution) founded for 
the physical and spiritual training of the Italian people is concerned with 
the workers in their leisure hours, it has 20,000 centres 2,377,538 members 
enrolled, and in 1935 alone had to its credit 1,313,116 activities. It divides 
its immense work into four large branches; physical culture, artistic culture, 
education in the real sense, and welfare services as well. 
The Italian worker is called on to participate in these activities, but only if 
he cares to do so. 
No imposition and no pressure are brought to bear. Neither the membership 
card of the Party, nor that of the syndicate, nor any other card is required. 
He is required to show only two qualities, that of being an Italian, and that 
of being a worker. 
Physical culture is carried out by the O.N_D. by organising popular games 
and Sports (running, samburo, ball games, tug-o'-war, bowls, and fixed seat 
rowing), and by means of excursions, and winter sports (skiing, trips to the 
mountains, sledging, etc.). The main feature of leisure hour sport is that it 
1s never in the nature of a competition, but on the contrary is kept within 
the limits accessible to all physical constitutions and all ages. In this way 
the Dolopavoro has, it is true, renounced the making of champions, but on 
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teresting the entire mass of its 


hand has succeeded in & 
we of port . the founding and strengthening of 
pers in POT a by me 
em, culvare in achieves od ts and coral societies, broadcasts, 
pao dramatie 806 oe, — arge and most modern travelling 
om son, and the C4 ot of any of the larger theatres, it can at 


afore ment equals t! 
‘ . cong up and produce | yrical or dramatic performances in 
note 
afew igi district desired ‘ v peer 
the oper if is effected by courses on general culture, and professional 


pavoanion itee! 
renin fare services are divided into health and hygiene (dressing 


wed pm convalescent homes, marine and mountain camps), and 
ae of legal and notary questions, request for documents, 
a includes social provision (free insurance for accidents in which 
Dopolavorists might be involved during Dopolavoro manifestations, and 
pa gratuitous insurance for out-of-work hours, viz. for accidents in which 
the Dopolavorist may be involved in private life, when he is not covered by 
the compulsory work insurance, nor the free insurance for Dopolavoro 
events, Through the welfare services facilities are received, such as rebates 
in stores, hotels, 50% reduction on traveling expenses by rail and sea, 30% 
discount on entrances to cinemas and theatres, etc. 
Today there is not a community in Italy which does not have a Dopolavoro 


club where workers will find a cinema, theatre, library, gymnasium, meet- 
ing rooms and all other forms of entertainment as well as hygiene and 
education for themselves and their families. 


III, THE FIRST PROLETARIAN WAR, 
The Italian People's Right to Live 
When Italy became engaged in the African campaign, “unjustified aggres- 


A man who cannot be s ing i i i 
. uspected of being in sympathy with Fascism - Leon 
Blum Tecently stated that it is not possible for certain states to be forced 
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to indefinitely squeeze inside their borders the increasin, 
fe cannot deny that previous colonial undertakings were es, 
capitalistic nature, because it was the capitalists who we 
new markets and raw mater ials. 
Italy, however, does not possess great capital to invest, Nor can Pe ‘- 
Abyssinia many markets on which to dispose of her 00ds. What us 
seeks in Abyssinia is work for hundreds of thousands of her children taly 
have no openings at home, and who for many years have been obliged «, 
emigrate abroad j d 
The case of Abyssinia is that of a negligent or incapable owner, who 
not wish, or does not know how, to exploit his riches, but who also Prevents 
others from developing resources that offer great possibilities, Also, fr ns 
a point of view not strictly Italian, but of general interest, is that the 
exploitation of Abyssinia must widen the international circulation of Boods 
and raw materials which have hitherto been unproductive. 
Nor can it be claimed that this exploitation will be effected by suppressi 
acivilised country, since Ethiopia was merely an agglomeration of peoples 
of different origins, in which a stronger tribe have subjected the weake by 
the most barbarous means. 
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The Origin of the Italo-Ethiopian Conflict 
The political boundaries of the Ethiopian empire were only established 


quite recently, for the greater part of the provinces were absorbed by the 
Amharas during the last thirty years, 


The population consists chiefly of nomadic tribes of sh 
they were governed and exploited by over beari 


powers being of the most cordj *t attitude towards the ruling 
admission to the leas ot Nations maine She favoured Abyssinia’s 


wer to stipulate a treaty of friendship and commerce with thet 


ii en planning a war she would obviously have pursued another 
pe ad of which, hoping to secure an outlet for her surplus popula. 
tion r trade she sought peaceful penetration into the undeveloped 
part e Ethiopian Empire. 

The ssinian government, however, hindered Italian efforts, never ap. 
plied the treaties, and became Increasingly hostile to the extent of commit. 
ting veritable acts of war. 

At a given moment the Abyssinians were all teady to launch a great attack 
on the Italians with view to pushing them out of their own long estab- 
lished colonies of Eritrea and Somalia, 


IV. THE REAL ENEMIES OF THE WORKING CLASSES 
The Italian working classes felt that this campaign was an undertaking of 
their own, and a wave of enthusiasm swept the country off its feet. But fifty 
two foreign powers attempted to interfere, and rose in arms like enemies. 
Italy was more than offended, she was utterly amazed. She could not 
understand why fellow workers in Britain, France or Belgium who, 
throughout history had never allowed an offence to their banners to go un 
avenged, now opposed Italy for doing what any of them would have done 
in her place, 
It became at once obvious that the foreign Press was not acting in good 
faith, the working masses were — driven into supporting a dangerous 
and hypocritical policy by deceitful means. 
The fea government, in order to achieve social justice, was forced to 


which, under 
unmask the face of high finance, plutocracy and freemasonry, , und 
cover of democracy and socialism control the politics of most countries 


are i Fascism 1s 4 
It is therefore readily understood that the new psare ar’ fahton cake 
danger to international plutocracies which still deci pes 
in countries where socialism and even communism support 


millions of workers’ votes. 
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Workers in all counties should ponder over these considerations whieh 
wise from trefutable faots, they should ask themselves why OMpitalisty and 
bankers join the left wing against Pasoism, Is it not merely to evade 4 final 
settling of aooounts, such as has already ooourred in Italy, all to the interest 
of the workers? If Rasoian were an antivproletarian movement as are the 
capitatiats, would the latter oppose it as they do? 

The war that has been waged against Italy by fifty two nations is the war of 
capital against labour, and the workers in all countries should realise that 
thew Malian brothers bear them no grudge, For the attitude they have taken 
against Italy was foroed upon them by those who are the real enemies of the 
working classes 


V, THE MARCH OF THE FASCIST REVOLUTION 
If, after reading the foregoing pages, which faithfully discuss the views of 
the Italian working classes, should some still doubt the essentially popular 
character of the Fascist Movement, they may read a few more irrefutable 
faots which explain the purpose and justice aimed at by the Blackshirt 
revolution, For instance, on Sept. Sth 1935, a law was enforced of which 
we give here the most important points: 
“Commenoing with the financial year in which this law came into force, 
and for the two financial years immediately following, commercial compa- 
nies of all kinds, including co-operative societies, and generally speaking 
all companies that have industrial or commercial objects, excluding munic- 
ipalized bodies, shall not pay dividends amounting to more than 6% of the 
“paid capital” 


Banking Reform 

The reform of the banking system enacted quite recently has as its object 

the adjustment of credit to production in the new corporate sy stem. Savings 
and credit are viewed as services of public interest, and are therefore 
protected by the law. Two organisations have been set forth to achieve this 
end, one being a “Board of Ministers” and another the “Inspector of 
Savings and Credit” 

The first of these two organisations is presided over by the head of the 
government, and includes the Ministers for Finance, corporations, agricul- 
ture, forestry, and the Govemor of the Bank of Italy. The Board acting 
jointly with the Central Corporative Committee plans the action to be 
carried out in order to adjust the requirements and the development of the 


national economy to the financial plans of the country, represented by 
savings and credit 
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under the control of the Board of Ministers, with 
Bonk of Italy as Chairman. Its task is to execute the 


joard 


orders of the Minit compreh d 
tan is backed c prehensive and precise regulations which 
The soe m eonditi snagement, absorbing and liquidation of credit 
control s. prohibiti ete officials from forming part of bank manage- 
Py bank p | from forming part of the managements of 
rms 
aii ding principle for the reform is that private initiative and credit 
abies of public interest and should be protected as such. Important 
innovations have been made in this direction. - ? 
Firstly, money ceases to be at the mercy of individual interests but is placed 
under control. The Inspector of ‘Savings and Credits to a certain extent has 
control over all banking institutions in the country. 





Credit is distributed by the banks and similar institutions on the advice of 
The Board of Ministers and under the supervision of the Inspector's Office. 
This system naturally precludes all possibility of speculation or of undue 
accumulation of credit and wealth. In other words capitalism in its worst 
forms has been suppressed, to the advantage of the working classes and, 
more especially, of the economic conditions of the nation in general. 
Secondly, the Italian economy is run entirely on corporative lines with the 
participation of ‘all the factions of industry. With regard to the financial 
aspect, the Board of Ministers give their advice on the granting of credits 
after consulting the Central Corporate Committee which in turns voices the 
opinion and the requirements of all the corporations. By this means, the 
entire country is aware of financial conditions and in some measure con- 
tributes to the regulation of credit according to actual requirements. 
It is certain that owing to this system there will never occur in Italy what 
came to pass in another large and powerful country in Europe, where, 
notwithstanding a gold reserve of several millions deposited with the 
National Bank, the government were forced to raise a foreign loan. 


; New Regulations on Trusts 

It is a known fact that trusts, or combines of firms, while seeking a means 
of reducing costs and extending their sphere of influence to an ever greater 
number of markets, were causing considerable damage through their mo- 
nopolistic tendencies. 

Rather than adjust themselves to the requirements of the markets, such 
combines often succeeded in controlling the market, and securing greater 
Profits to the detriment of the national interest. 





Anyone can see, that faced with such a development of the Mesapi 
tendencies of trusts, the corporate system was forced to intervene in oe 
fo prevent certain forces from overpowering others, and alse a orate 
support the public interest 
Certain difficult problems raised by liberal forms 
find a settlement in the liberal system, because to a 
the expression of the system! The corporative sys 

pelled to take action and deal with the question 

own principles. 


of economy could 
Certain extent th wae 
item was therefore com. 
of trusts 8eCording to its 


State Control Over Foreign Trade 
For how long has it been written into the Policy of so-called “left” 
that foreign trade must be conducted under the control of the 


circumstances, views exchanges with foreign countries, 


as a function of 
public interest, which Justifies direct control by 


the Corporate State”, 


Ttalian Economy as Corporative Economy 
The crisis that shook the traditions of capitalistic and 


The “IRI”, on whose Bo; 





ed in f r of industry and 





ntervention was enact ; 
Ar the ig! kong Sal joandalised and spoke f “State S alism’”, others 
the bani many ouncing of Fascism in fav ile ivism 
aphesied We vernment has looked ahead, itt een beyond this juncture 
‘ te 1 fa 
a eet we traditional capitalist Syst sas faced with clear 
ok = - consequences of the crisis, ar t the same time, cr 
devisi Vemray conditions for the advent of corp " sated 
the nec easily be understood that to realise the new corporative order, 
jn fact, cheat it tthe state should take possession of the major produc- 
it we ven not to make Statism or State Socialism but simply to enact 
non a ¢ “organisation and control of production” by means of the 


the principle o1 

Sprporation 

nae the | of the large industries, banking reform, control of the 

combines and of foreign trade, form the solid foundation on which corpo- 
being built, already strongly equipped with considerable 


rative economy 1S 
social experience, and profound technical preparation. 


Towards the Goal 
The march of Fascism, which began on March 23rd 1919 from a small 
revolutionary minority, has gone through many phases, and will overcome 
the remaining obstacles with the same determination and the same will to 


Under this system veri ini 
With high saan 4 its aspects, as is the economic life of all nati 
standard Vilization, the workers are collaborators j the 
; n the 


Under the Pasei 
‘ascist j 
BABE for the soon) emmemt Work, in all its mani 
econom nthe social Moen; it all its manifold forms beco. 
guilty, bring mach lity of al individuals nd sree 
» bringing ial and ined must be in a Pe groups. An 
moral progress to the vast mao 
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kers composing the nation, who have clearly sho 

es that they possess a highly developed national consciousnes. difficu, 

e their total support to the government SS and Who, 

e Fascist system can and must reduce the distance Separating th 
classes of producers, which shall recognize the ranking Superiority = 
entrusted with the highest and saddled with the heaviest responsibt, th 
Under the Fascist economic system we shall achieve that higher. 

justice which at all times has been the aspiration of the Taner 

engaged in daily struggle to secure the 
necessities of life”. 


WN in the: 


primary 


END 





